
will

1

(la) 1 (lb) leave will

(1) a. My train leaves Euston at 11:30.

b. Mrs. McIntosh Buell will leave Sunday to return to her home in Santa Barbara,

Cali f., after spending a week in her Polo Grounds home. (Brown Corpus)

(2) (2b) will (2a)

(2) a. When he arrives, the band will play the National Anthem.

b. * When he will arrive, the band will play the National Anthem.

(Quirk et al. 1972: 780)

will

(3) a. I hope that the parcel comes in time.

b. I hope that the parcel will come in time. (Quirk et al. 1985: 1008)

(2b) (la)

(2a)

1 (unmarked) 2



will

will

*

3

3 -(e)s

(agreement)

-(e)d

(4) a. She play-s   tennis.

-3sg

b. We play -ed  tennis.

-past

-(e)d

(unmarked)

(marked)

(5) (6)

(-t -l)

(5) a. ich kauf-e

I buy-1sg

b. ich kauf-t-e

I buy-past-1sg

(6) a. Q /it ˙



I read-1sg

b. Q /it la

I read-past-Fsg

1

Quirk et al. (1985)

3

(7) a. Everyone likes Maurice. [state present]

b. We go to Brussels every year. [habitual present]

c. Here comes the winner! [instantaneous present]

(8) a. I couldn't believe it! Just as we arrived, up comes Ben and slaps me on the

back as If we're life-long friends. [historic present]

b. I hear that poor Mr Simpson has gone into hospital. [verbs of communication]

(8a) (8b)

Quirk et al. (1985)

(9) a. The plane leaves for Ankara at eight o'clock tonight.  [main clause]



b. He'll do it if you pay him. [conditional clause]

c. I'll let you know as soon as I hear from her. [temporal clause]

(10) a. The crowd swarms around the gateway, and seethes with delighted

anticipation; excitement grows, as suddenly their hero makes his entrance...

[fictional narratives]

b. Mallinson enters.  The girls immediately pretend to be working hard.

[stage directions] (Quirk et al. 1985: 179f.)

(11) a. The Minister is to meet union officials (tomorrow).

b. The Minister is meeting union officials #(tomorrow).

c. The Minister meets union officials #(tomorrow). (Leech 1987: 103)

(11a) tomorrow (11b) (11c) be

to

be to

(12) a. The Queen is to visit Sri Lanka. (Leech 1987: 103)

b. There's to be an official inquiry. (Quirk et al. 1985: 217)

1



will

Quirk et al. (1985)

(13) a. He will be here in half an hour.  [will/shall + infinitive]

b. When are you going to get married.  [be going to + infinitive]

c. The orchestra is playing a Mozart symphony after this. [present progressive]

d. What will you say if I marry the boss? [simple present in a conditional clause]

e. School finishes on 21st March.  [simple present in a main clause]

f. We'll be flying at 30 000 feet.  [will/shall + progressive infinitive]

g. There's to be an official inquiry.  [be to + infinitive]

h. The train is about to leave.  [be about to + infinitive]

i. Tomorrow is going to be another cold day.

j. I'm just going to read your essay.

k. be on the point of + v-ing

l. may/must

m. be sure to/be bound to

n. hope/intend

o. be due to (Quirk et al. 1985: 213-218)

will
2

will



(14) a. The Yankees play the Red Sox tomorrow.

b. The Yankees will play the Red Sox tomorrow.

(15) a. * The Yankees play well tomorrow.

b. The Yankees will play well tomorrow. (Lakoff 1971:339, Goodman 1973:76)

(14a)

(15a)

will

will

(16) a. * It rains tomorrow.

b. It will rain tomorrow. (Comrie 1985: 47f.)

will

Comrie (1985: 47f.) (16a)

will

will

(17) a. He will be in Paris at the moment.

b. Will George be at home now? ( 1994: 247)



at the moment now will

will will

(18) a. * I have to go home next month because my sister will get married.

b. I have to go home next month because my sister is going to get married.

(Hall and Hall 1970: 138)

(18b) (18a)

will

will (18a)

(18a)

will 3

will

(19) a. * I know French next week. [stative]

b. I know the answer tomorrow. [inchoative]

(20) a. * Next month John likes Mary. [stative]

b. Next week we own the house. [inchoative]

(19a) (20a)

Prince (1982) (19b) (20b)

(inchoative)

Prince (1982)



activity event,

achievement, accomplishment
4

(21) a. * Tomorrow I run for mayor. [activity]

b. Next year I run for mayor. [event]

(22) a. Tomorrow we reach the top. [achievement]

b. Tomorrow I draw a circle. [accomplishment] (Prince 1982: 456)

Goodman(1973)

(23) a. I am busy tomorrow.

b. I can't see you tomorrow.

c. The computer is down tomorrow. (Goodman 1973: 82)

(23a) (23c)

10

(24) a. The computer will be down until 10:00 tomorrow.

b. The computer is down until 10:00 tomorrow.

10

(25) a. The computer will be down by 10:00 tomorrow.

b. * The computer is down by 10:00 tomorrow.

by 10:00 be down

will

(26) a. John will know the answer tomorrow.



b. * John knows the answer tomorrow.

(27) a. John will be dead tomorrow.

b. * John is dead tomorrow.

(26b) (27b)

will

(28) a. I will be thirty-six tomorrow.

b. ? I am thirty-six tomorrow.

(29) a. I will be thirty-six next summer.

b. * I am thirty-six next summer.

(28b) (29b)

Declerck (1991)

(30) Our daughter is eighteen next week. (Declerck 1991: 93)

will

(31) a. When he arrives, the band will play the National Anthem.



b. * When he will arrive, the band will play the National Anthem.

(Quirk et al. 1972: 780)

will (32a)

will

(32) a. If the lava will come down as far as this, all these houses must be evacuated

at once.

b. If it does come thus far, anyone still here will stand no chance of survival.

(Close 1980: 103)

(32a)

if

will

(33) a. I will come if it will be any use to you. (Jespersen 1931: 262)

b. At three o'clock if it will be of convenience to you at that time.

(Brown Corpus)

(33a)

(33b)

(34) a. If he won't arrive before nine, there's no point in ordering dinner for him.

b. If you will be alone on Christmas Day, let us know now. (Close 1980: 104)



(34a) 9 (34b)

(1991:212) if if will

will

(35) a. I hope that the parcel comes in time. [also will come]

b. Suppose he loses his way.

c. Let’s assume our opponents win the election. [also will win]

d. I'll see that nobody disturbs you. [also will disturb]

e. Take care that she doesn't fall. (Quirk et al. 1985: 1008)

hope, suppose, assume, see, take care that

will

will

(35a) will

(cf. 1985: 78)

will

will

will



* (1995 1 )

1

(-r)
2 win be going to

3

(i) I'll be back by the time when Joan comes.

when the time

Joan

will
4 activity, event, achievement, accomplishment Vendler (1967)
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