
(prominence) 

Selkirk (1995: 559) 

(1) a. JOHNson DIED.

b. JOHNson died.

(2) a. The SUN came OUT.

b. The SUN came out.

(3a) 

(3b) (3b) F (focus) 

(3) a. What’s been happening?

b. I was only thinking that [ . . . . . ]F.

(1b), (2b) 

Schmerling (1976)  

(content word) 

(1b) Johnson

died Johnson died

(3a) (4a) Johnson 

(4b) died 

(4) (What’s been happening?  (=3a))

a.   ? He DIED.

b. ??JOHNson.

(1b) Johnson died 

(1b) Schmerling (1976: 42) died 

London-Lund corpus died 

(intonational phrase) ( )IP onset  ^ 

(5) a. . . . (per^haps the time beFORE)IP (or per^haps it was LAST time)IP (which was ^three and a

half YEARS a go)IP (^after MOTHer had died)IP . . .



b. (^what difference has it MAKE to you)IP (^when your BROTHer died)IP (cos ^this 

happened fairly REcently)IP (^DIDn’t it) IP

came (2b) London-Lund corpus 

(6) a. (well ^actually Andrew LAYman came round)IP (and ^SAID)IP . . .

b. (^THEN)IP (a ^very strange RUmour came to us)IP (^there was disQUIet)IP (in ^many of

the Russian cities and TOWNS)IP . . .

came 

(1b) (7a) (7b) 

(7) a. JOHNson died.

b. JOHNson died.

(7a), (7b) (8a), (8b) 

(8) a. What’s been happening?

b. Who died?

(1a) Johnson died 

(9) a. JOHNson DIED.

b. JOHNson died.

(9a) (9b) 

(9a) 

(9b) 

(9a) (9b) 

(pitch level) H(igh), M(id), L(ow) (9a), (9b) 

(10) a.    H      L M       H   L

( JOHNson)IP ( DIED)IP

b.    H             M  L

( JOHNson died)IP

(10a) Topic-Comment

(10a) Johnson 

died Topic-Comment 

(10a) 

(10b) 

(nucleus) (11) 

(11) *    H     L M   H   L

   ( JOHNson DIED)IP

(10b) Johnson 

died 



(7b) 

Johnson died (10b) 

(12)    H          L     L

( JOHNson died)IP

(1b), (2b) 

Selkirk (1995: 560) 

(13) a.   Your EYES are RED.

b.   Your EYES are red.

(14) a.   Your EYES are BLUE.

b. *Your EYES are blue.

(15) a.   FIREmen are aVAILable.

b.   FIREmen are available.

(16) a.   FIREmen are altruIStic.

b. *FIREmen are altruistic.

Selkirk red available (stage-level predicate) (13), (15) 

blue altruistic (individual-

level predicate) (14), (16) 

(17), (18) red available 

(17) a.   His EYES were all RED.

b. *His EYES were all red.

(18) a.   FIREmen aren’t aVAILable now.

b. *FIREmen aren’t available now.

(19) blue,selfish,fine 

(19) a.   I MARried you because your EYES are blue.

b.   I love San FranCISco because its CLImate is fine.

(20)   . . . (^I can’t READ much of THINGS like that)IP (^ANyway)IP (cos my ^EYES are too

  bad)IP . . .

(20) London-Lund corpus 



(13), (15) 

Topic-Comment 

(13a) 

(13b) (13a), (13b) 

(21) a.   L       H L M     L     H  L

(Your EYES)IP (are RED)IP
b.   L       H              M L

(Your EYES are red)IP

(21b) eyes red 

red 

(19a) 

(21b) 

(19b) 

(20) eyes 

(20) too bad 

(14), (16) Topic-Comment 

Comment (14a), (16a) 

(14a) 

(22)   L       H L M     L     H     L

(Your EYES)IP (are BLUE)IP

(17a) (13a), (13b) 

Topic-Comment 

(22) (17b) red 
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