
(1a), (1b)

(1) a. If I were/was not ill, I would go with you.

b. If I had left home at seven, I would have been in time. ( 1996: 320, 323)

(2) a. If ... {( ) , were/was} ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+  ...

b. If ... {had+ } ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+{have+ } ... 

( 1996: 320, 323)

                                                  
* 
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(2a) (2b) (1a) (1b)

(3a) (3b)

(3) a. =As I am ill, I cannot go with you.

b. =As I didn’t leave home at seven, I wasn’t in time.

(2a) (2b) if

(4) a. If Jim had gone to college when he finished high school, he would be a

senior now. ( 1991: 259)

b. If you had followed the map, we could be home by now.  

(Macmillan English Dictionary 2002: 700)

(1991) < >

if-

(2)

(4a) (4b)

(1a)

(1b) (2)

(5) If ... {had+ } ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+  ...

(2)



(6) If she were Japanese, she would not have made such a mistake.

if

(4) if

(7) If ... {( ) , were/was} ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+{have+

} ...

(2)

(2) (a),

(b) (2)

(8)

(8) a. If ... {( ) , were/was} ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+  ...

b. If ... {had+ } ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+{have+ } ...

c. If ... {had+ } ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+  ...

d. If ... {( ) , were/was} ..., ... {would, could, might, etc.}+{have

+ } ...



(9) If ... ( )  ..., ... would, etc. +  ...

 had+ have+

(2) if

wish (2)

(10) a. I wish I was rich!

b. I wish Beth would stop trying to be so nice.  

(11) a. I wish I’d never come!

b. Now he wished that he had listened more carefully.

(Macmillan English Dictionary 2002:1623)

If only

(12) a. If only we could afford to buy a place of our own.

b. If only you knew how hard I've tried to please you.

c. There's so much more I could do if only I had the time.

if

(13) a. Lee would certainly have been the starting quarterback, but for his recent

injury.

b. But for your timely warning, we would have been unaware of the danger.

(14) a. Of course they’re interested. Otherwise they wouldn’t be asking about

prices.

b. He must be fairly intelligent, otherwise he wouldn’t have gotten into

Harvard.



(10) (14) (2)

(1)

(10) (12) if (13)

(14) (4)

(6)

Quirk et al. (1985)

would

have done will have done

Quirk et al. (1985: 1010, 1092) (hypothetical conditional clause)

 (backshift)

(hypothetical past) (hypothetical past parfective)

conditional clause matrix clause
present and future
reference

HYPOTHETICAL

PAST

PAST MODAL

past
reference

HYPOTHETICAL

PAST PERFECTIVE

PAST PERFECTIVE MODAL

(15) a. If she tried/were to try harder next time, she would pass the examination.

[future time reference: ‘but I expect she won’t try harder.’]

b. If they were alive, they would be moving around.

[present reference: ‘but I assume they are not alive.’]

c. If they had invited him to the conference, he would have attended.



[past reference: ‘but they didn’t invite him.’]

Quirk et al. (1985: 1010)

(16) The verbs in hypothetical conditional clauses are backshifted, the past tense form

being used for present and future time reference and the past perfective form for

past time reference.

would

would

(17) a. If they would help us, we could finish early. [volitional would, ‘would be

willing to’]

b. If you could type, you might save a lot of time.

c. I might have married her if she would have agreed. (Quirk et al. 1985:1011)

1

(15)

(15a), (15b)

                                                  
1 (ia) (ib)

(i) a. If I were/was not ill, I would go with you.

b. =As I am ill, I cannot go with you.



2

(18) a. If she tries harder next time, she will pass the examination.

b. If they are alive, they will be moving around.

(18a) 3

will

would (18b)

(15c)

invited

(15c) would have attended

would

attend will have attended

would attend (15c)

(19) If they invited him to the conference, he would attend.

would attend would

have attended 4

would

, would have done 

                                                  
2 (18) open condition real, factual, neutral

hypothetical condition closed, unreal, rejected, nonfactual,

counterfactual, marked (Quirk et al. (1985:1092n))

3 (2000)
4 (1995)



(20) She would be [have been] 80 when she died.

80

I suppose she would be .../I suppose she would have been ... 

(19)

(19) would would have attended

have –en

would

have attended would

have –en

would have attended

would (19) (15c)

would

have attended will have attended

will would

have –en

(21) If they invited him to the conference, he will have attended.

will have

done (22a)

(22b)

(22) a. That house will have been pulled down years ago—it was empty and falling

to pieces when I last saw it in 1990.



. 1990

b. She will have posted the letter yesterday.

It is probable that she posted the letter yesterday. 

(22b) Cobuild

Direct will have –en 817
5

yesterday

(23) a. Mrs Shephard will have won few friends herself yesterday by mouthing such

a tired old maxim ....

b. Corporate finance departments in the City will have hit the telephones

yesterday, ....

will have done

Huddleston and Pullum (2002: 752)

(24) a. If it rains, bring the washing in.

b. [no remote counterpart]

(25) a. If Ed’s still here, he’ll be in his office.

                                                  
5 will have done

Biber et al. (1999:499) “In all registers, three modals with present/future

time connotations—can, will, and shall very rarely occur with the perfect aspect; the

two compatible modals with past time connotations—could and would—do occur with

perfect aspect.”  can, could, might, may, must, should, will,

would, shall progressive, perfect, passive



b. If Ed were still here, he would be in his office.

(26) a. If Ed’s still here, he’s in his office.

b. [no remote counterpart]

(27) a. If Jill didn’t sign the cheque, her husband will have.

b. If Jill hadn’t signed the cheque, her husband would have.

(28) a. If Jill didn’t sign the cheque, her husband did.

b. [no remote counterpart]

Huddleston and Pullum (a) open conditional

(b) remote conditional (27a) (27b)

(27b) (28a)

(27a)
6 Huddleston and Pullum backshift

7 (25a)

will (25b) would

(27a) will

(27b) would (25a) (27a)

will (25b) (27b) will

would (27) (25)

have -en

would

                                                                                                                                                    

6

The open construction with will, [27a], is not a common one: there are various other
ways of expressing roughly the same meaning, e.g. by means of modal adjuncts such as
probably, surely, etc.  But these alternatives are not available in the remote
construction because of the modal auxiliary requirement, so that the would construction
is, by contrast, of very high frequency.  The view taken here, however, is that this
difference in frequency does not invalidate an analysis in which [27b] is formally and
semantically more closely or directly related to [27a] than to [28a]. (p.753)
7 (p.85)
(i) Kim said I took things too seriously.



have done will have done will

would

had done have done have

had

(29a) had invited (29b) have

invited

(29) a. If they had invited him to the conference, he would have attended.

b. If they have invited him to the conference, he will have attended.

(30a)

(30b)

have done  

(30) a. If I had left home at seven, I would have been in time.

b. * If I have left home at seven, I will have been in time.

(30b) at seven have left

had done have done have

had
8

would have done

will have done

will would

will have done

(22) Cobuild Direct (23) Huddleston and Pullum (2002)

(24)-(28)

will

                                                  
8 

Quirk et al. (1985)



(31) can (32) may

(31) a. He can’t/couldn’t have told a lie. (=It is not possible that he (has) told a lie.)

b. I wonder where he can [could] have left the key.

(32) Bill máy have left yesterday.

(31a) 

(32) yesterday

(33a) (33b)

(33) a. It may be that Bill left yesterday.

b. * It may be that Bill has left yesterday.

will

+ have done

(2a), (2b)

would could might

will have done

would have done

will have done will

would will have done

(22)

Cobuild Direct (23) Huddleston and Pullum (2002) (24)-(28)

will

will



(2)

(9)

(9) If ... ( )  ..., ... would, etc. +  ...

 had+ have+

- -

-

I wish

if only

(10a), (12a)

(10) a. I wish I was rich!

(12) a. If only we could afford to buy a place of our own.

(9)

(34) If (only) ... ( )  ... , ... would, etc.  ...

I wish had+    have+

(34) 



(13) (14) (35)

(14) a. Of course they’re interested. Otherwise they wouldn’t be asking about 

prices.

(35) If (only) ... ( )  ...,  ... would, etc.  ...

I wish had+    have+

(35)

(35)

(36) If (only) ... ( )  ...,  ... will, etc.  ...

I wish ( )   have+

(35)

(36) (35)

would have

done would do

will have done
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